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subsequent decades, it was certainly not for lack of vision and
guidance on the part of this pioneer Committee. One of the
witnesses, an assistant in the British Museum, had made
extensive researches into the provision of books in libraries
accessible to the public in Europe and in America. He illus-
trated his results by means of a "map'of Europe in which the
British Isles with 53, and Holland with 63, books to every
hundred of population, were coloured coal-black. A less dark
hue was accorded to Portugal and Russia with 76 and 80
volumes, while the light shading of Switzerland and Denmark
and the smaller German States demonstrated that the number
of volumes reached respectively 350, 412 and nearly 450 to
every hundred of the population."1 In England a beginning
of better things was made by the Public Libraries Act of 1850,
which enabled town councils in the larger towns to apply the
proceeds of a halfpenny rate to the provision of buildings,
but not of books! Even in this form the law was passed by a
majority of seventeen only. Slow but steady progress was made
by a succession of new Acts, but it was not until near the end of
the century that rapid progress was made, and the secret of
that progress lies in the name Carnegie. For it was through the
munificence of that great benefactor Mr. Andrew Carnegie that
a tremendous impulse was given to the building and equipment
of libraries. Later on, the Carnegie Trustees turned their
attention to the provision of circulating libraries for rural
districts. Thus at last, eighty years after they had made their
report, the dream of the Select Committee of 1849 carne true,
and now practically the whole population of England and
Wales resides in library areas. All that is being done by trained
librarians to educate the public in the use of libraries, by means
of carefully classified catalogues and descriptive hand-lists,
counts among the best of educational work.2
1 Report on Public Libraries in England and Wales (1927), p. 11.
* An excellent example is Books to Read^ meant for boys and girls
between 12 and 21, and published by the Library Association, with the
help of the Carnegie Trust.